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In Review: Award of Excellence 2009
This year, the Award of Excellence, was presented to 
Mrs. Kirsten Kuhnert, founder of the organization Dol-
phin Aid. The evening at the Hotel Intercontinental in 
Downtown Miami was filled with emotions, laughter, 
and happiness. Guests of honor included the Consul 
General of the Federal Republic of Germany, Mr. Klaus 
Ranner and his wife Barbara Zesewitz, as well as the 
Consul of Netherlands Antillean Affairs, Mr. Xavier 
Prens who came from Curacao to honor Mrs. Kuhnert, 
and John Yearwood, Chief Editor of the Miami Herald. 
Our President Michael Claus welcomed everybody and 
Mr. Klaus Ranner held a speech in honor of Kirsten Kuh-
nert highlighting her achievements. Mr. Mike Schoon, 
head of the Dolphin Therapy Center in Curacao where 

the therapies have evolved held a speech about the 
achievements in the therapy center and the always 
enthusiastic, positive and energetic Kirsten Kuhnert 
who helped educating people about the therapy center 
and its successful therapies. Finally, the Award of Excel-
lence was handed over by Michael Claus, and Kirsten 
Kuhnert had thanked everyone who made the success 
possible, and gave an emotional speech which touched 
everyone.
Lufthansa, our Platinum sponsor, sponsored two busi-
ness class roundtrip tickets from the US to anywhere in 
Europe which were auctioned off that night. All in all, 
the event was a great success.
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Benefits from Members to 
Members:
- With Small Elegant Hotels: GABC members are 
able to receive extreme discounts offered usu-
ally only to VIP members. Please contact Small 
Elegant Hotels and mention the code GABC at 
954.658.8398 or via email to info@smallelegan-
thotels.com
With Hertz Rental Car: GABC members can use the 
Small Elegant Hotels 
CDP# 1356274 for preferred rates.

- Receive a 10% discount at Hofbraeu Bierhall on 
dinner (not to be combined with any specials), en-
joy all favorite German dishes at this great location 
in the heart of South Beach. Hofbraeu Bierhall is 
located at:
943 Lincoln Road, Miami, FL 33139, Ph: 
305.538.8066

 - Receive 2 months free when you purchase a 12 
months subscription of German TV channels from 
NexTV – our new member, Watch Das Erste, ZDF, 
WDR, MDR, NDR, KI.KA -  no need to set up satel-
lite dishes or rely on your local cable TV provider! 

All you need is High-Speed Internet (at least 1,5 
Mbps/sec downloading speed), contact NexTV at: 
Maria Vorobieva
German, Hungarian, Croatian Service
Ethnic Channels Group/NexTV
416-736-7577 x 310
Web: www.getnextv.com 

- Receive one hour free design consultation service 
with Pfuner Design – contact: Heinz S. Pfuner, Pfu-
ner Design, Inc., 171 NW 36th St., Miami, FL 33127 
ph: (305) 571-8440, Pfuner Design creates desir-
able and functional interiors for residential and 
boutique commercial spaces. Interior designs are 
distinguished by clean, modern, and sophisticated 
lines with a feeling of freedom and an understated 
sense of luxury. Email Heinz@pfunerdesign.com 
web: www.pfunerdesign.com 

If you are also interested to offer any benefit or 
discount to our members, please contact us at: 
Miami@gabc.us 

We are always working to improve membership 
benefits. In this context, we would like to extend 
the opportunity to our members to increase the 
visibility of their respective business by offering 
specific benefits or discounts to other GABC mem-
bers through different GABC outlets such as web-
site and newsletter.  
 
Examples include offering GABC members dis-
counts on restaurant visits, hotel stays, or other 
services depending on the nature of you business. 
Any suggestions are welcome. Please contact us 
for details on advertising these offers at our web-
site and through our newsletters as well as other 
publications. 
 

On a separate note, we are also offering advertis-
ing opportunities at our website for our members 
at a discounted rate and at a different rate for non-
members. 
 
The GABC website receives regularly between 
2000 and 3000 clicks per month from unique visi-
tors from all different kinds of regions and coun-
tries, and if you like to hear more about the facts 
and figures as well as rates, please email us. We 
have prepared several different sponsoring and ad-
vertising packages that are very well priced.  
We look forward in working closely with all of you 
in making your business more visible through all 
the options that the GABC can offer to you. 
Contact us for more info at Miami@gabc.us 
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With the benchmarking study Navi-
gator we address the harsh eco-
nomic climate of today but do not 
want to paint another black picture. 
It is our goal to provide U.S.-based 
corporations and subsidiaries 
with a better view of the current 
economic situation and of what 
companies are doing to cope with 
it and to prepare for the upswing. 
The U.S. survey was conducted by 
Horváth & Partners Management 
Consultants in cooperation with 
the German American Chamber of 
Commerce of the Southern United 
States.

The findings of the Navigator study 

are derived from the shared views 
and experiences of more than 100 
companies in the United States 
and over 260 across Europe and 
the rest of world. It is our hope 
that this study will facilitate discus-
sion of ways to navigate through 
the downturn and prepare for the 
upswing while the economy is still 
in crisis. We sincerely thank all par-
ticipants for sharing their views and 
hope that you will find valuable in-
sights to, ultimately, finish among 
the winners.
 
Please click here for the complete 
article. Enjoy the read! 

All the best,

  

Kristian Wolf Thomas Wunder

GACC Events and News:
• Bierfest (http://www.xorbia.com/tickets/germanbierfest/) 
• Gala (http://www.gaccsouth.com/en/veranstaltungen/annual-gala-2009/) 
• International Environmental Trade Mission Atlanta (http://www.gaccsouth.
com/veranstaltungen/event/?no_cache=1&tx_mjseventpro_pi1[showUid]=468
&cHash=89a7f68b21&recentView=listView) 
• Germancompanies (www.germancompanies.us) 


